
Years. Deaths. Pro. to pop. Years. Deaths. Pro. to pop.
1828 28 1 in74£ 1834 33 1 in 80
1829 47 45J 1835 26 105
1830 23 95| 1836 30 94J
1831 23 100 1837 40 76
1832 43 56 1838 50 61
1S33 37 68 1839 52 62
For the first 20 years of the above period, the average number of

deaths was 23, and the average proportion 1 in every 61 3-10 of the
inhabitants. In the 10 years from 1820 to 1830, the average 31 ; and
the average proportion 1 in 68. For the last 9 years, the average num-
ber of deaths has been 38 ; and the average proportion 1 in about 69
of the inhabitants.
It may be well to mention that our extensive sea coast, and numerous

quarries, cause every year many accidental deaths, which do not occur
in interior towns.

Quincy, Mass.,Fcb. 26, 1840.
E. Woodward.

ANOMALOUS SOUNDS IN THE EAR\p=m-\SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—The most remarkable cases which come under the notice of the
physician, are not always the most instructive. The case I am about to
state, although it may be common enough, is yet instructive as showing
the highly stimulating effects of the remedy, under certain circumstances,
which was employed. Unquestionably these effects were owing to the
creosote existing in the article made use of, which was pyroligneous acid
impura. Every observation on the effects of newly discovered thera-
peutic agents, tends to throw increasing light on their nature and uses.
New medicines, like new dogs, have their day. They are trumped up
as having in some one's practice cured most of " the ills flesh is heir to."
But on the whole, from their very general, I had almost said indiscrimi-
nate use, they ultimately arrive at their proper place in the Pharma-
copoeia and in the estimation of the prescriber. But there is danger of
making some one medicine a hobby, and more especially if that be. a
new medicine. Even an Abernethy could manufacture that useful
article, a hobby horse, from no larger a material than a five-grainblue pill.
-consulted the writer under the following circumstances.

Headache of the most intense and excruciating character ; violent in-
flammation of the right eye, which looked more like a mass of raw
beef than anything else, and covered with large granulations; has
slept none for nearly a week ; described herself as being almost crazy
with protracted pain and vigilance. Prescribed a lotion of nit. arg.,
pretty strong, and directed its application thrice per diem, and to be
diluted, if pain and smarting, caused by its application, should continue
longer than an hour. As the secretions were universally deranged, gave
mercurial aperients and regulated the diet. Under this treatment a very
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speedy amendment followed, granulations disappeared, inflammation sub-
sided, and the general health was very much improved. Vision, which
the poor woman never expected to recover, while she begged only for
relief from pain, gradually, though slowly, returned, and is now complete.Some considerable time previous to her coming under my care, this
patient began to experience, in the right ear, a reduplication of sounds,
which lasted about six weeks. Then followed an incessant noise, like
that of threshing grain on a barn floor. This gave place to a sound
resembling the rushing of the wind through a grove. This was suc-
ceeded by the sound of a saw-mill, which gave place to a sound like the
constant ringing of a bell ; all in the right ear. It will appear, I think,
that these were closely connected with the subsequent attack of the eye.
She consulted a physician for these abnormal sounds, and was directed
an emetic, as he referred her disorder to derangement of the digestive
organs. Purgatives ; venesection, which was recommended by another
medical gentleman, and various remedies, were resorted to in vain,
and at last, when the irritation had assumed the violent character of
inflammation of the conjunctiva, and had continued nearly a week, she,
as previously related, came under my care. On the eye getting well,
the noise in the ear returned, and the patient again requested medical
aid. With this continual irritation I was wearied, and determined to
stimulate, hy direct application, the tissue of the internal ear. Directed
her to let fall two drops of pyro. acid into the ear, and after retaining it
there for five minutes, wash it out with warm ol. amygd.
The application proved successful, but produced no small alarm on

the part of the patient and her friends. The acid had not been dropped
into the ear more than two minutes, when she was suddenly attacked
with the most intense pain, which continued, and even increased to
such a degree that she felt, as she expressed it, "as if she would cer-

tainly go crazy ;" and finally, delirium of considerable violence super-
vened, but gradually abated as the pain subsided. Next morning, for
the application was directed to be made in the evening, she became
somewhat easier, and the pain gradually left, while the abnormal sounds
have entirely ceased.
H-, JV. H., March, 1840.

H.

EPIDEMIC TENDENCIES OF DIFFERENT SEASONS

[The following remarks on the varying effects, upon disease, of the
different constitutions of the atmosphere, are from one of Dr. Gerhard's
clinical lectures at the Philadelphia Hospital.]
In connection with this subject, it may be useful to make a few

remarks in relation to the epidemic tendencies of different seasons, and
the modifications thereby impressed upon the characters of prevailing
diseases. It is in the winter that we most frequently meet with typhus
and typhoid fevers, either in a sporadic or epidemic form. But during
the present season, we have not had a single case of the former, and
but one of the latter. Such variations from the usual course of things
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